
European Union:

As of April 01, 2003 the Office for Harmonisation in the Inter-
nal Market (OHIM) will register European Community Designs. This
will allow for the first time to obtain protection for a design in the en-
tire European Union. Applications are accepted since January 01,
2003.

A European Community design protection may be applied for
the entirety of the below mentioned states (European Union): 

Austria, Belgium, Germany, Denmark, Spain, Finland,
France, United Kingdom, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden.

Advantage of a European Community design application:
The application is filed in one lan-

guage only and the registration proceed-
ings are carried out centrally in one
language. The cost is thus substantially
lower than in the case of a respective num-
ber of national applications.

A special feature relates to the un-
registered design protection according to
EU Law, which already starts when a new design with specific charac-
teristics is made accessible to the public within the EU for the first time.
Said unregistered design protection is limited to three years.
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